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EUROPE MUST HAVE COAL

HFER PRFSENT NEED AMERICA'S
UNPRECEDENTED OPPORTUNITY.

Already the Shipments From This Country
Have Assumed Large Proportions—But
ANl Authorities Polut to the Vast Feld
for Expausion in This Industry—-Coal
Famine on the Continent Now and
Consumers Turning to Us for Relief.

What Is spoken of as the coal famine from
which Europs 15 suffering 1s a subject that s
recolving constuptly more attention in this
co intry, not only because of the opportunitive
offered to American coal Interasts, butin view
of the diffiouities in the way of taking advant-
age of those opportunities, and in view of the
probable effects upon American consumers,
Trade papors and journals of economics take
up the subject In every issuc, and coal men
and men conneoted with large Indus-
trial loterests as well, flud it of Imme-
dlate concern. Exports of conl from the United
Btates have increased already and the outiook
fe for & further augmentation of the export
trade, limited only 8o far as the immediate fut-
ure {8 concearned, by transportation facllities
both on land and sea. But the important feat-
ure of the now condlitions Is that they do not
botoken merely a temporary market, but
presage a new growth of American commerce
with constantly widening poesibilities. And
the new demand for American coal i» not only
for the bituminous or aoft coal but also for an*
thracite. The exigencies at homs have made
European consumers ready to roaoh out at
Jast for American hard coal, although persist-
ent efforts of anthracite dealers to Interest
them heretofore have falled.

Tha figures for January show tha exporta.
tion of 104,527 tous of anthrasite coal, against
83,442 tons In Jaounary of last year, and of
402,207 tons of bituminous coal against 243..
207 tons. In the present conditions of the
trade January is some time past and granter
fncreases are likely aa fast as faciliti»s enabla
greater shipmentsa and home requirements
permit more attention to ba devotad to the
forelgn demands. For tha seven months end-
{ng with January, 1800, the uxports of anthka-
oite were YH4.5877 tous, and of bitummous
1.061,200 tons, whila for the eorresponding
period ending with last January the figures
wore respectivaly 1,112 177 and 2740112 tous.

The situation as it appears to American Con-
pular officers, American coal interssts and
foreign observers nlike i3 big with posaihili-
ties. The United Ntates Consul-(ieneral at
Berlin, Frank H. Mason, reports to the State
Department that tha acareity of coal ln Gar-
many and Rasain, especlally of the kinds usad
for coking and blog furnace fual, jeopards
tha iron and steel fulustrias of Germany, las-
sening the production of plg iron. The short-
ago in Germany (8 dua in great part tothe
fallure of ona of Usrmany's chiai snarces of
fmport supply, the mines of Great Britain
Importars both of anthracite and @as conls »
Germany have applied to the United Stutes
Consul-(heneral to be put in communica.
tion with Amarican producers or donlars. My
Mason says:

“The situation has bacoma critival an 1 omi-
pous for the manufacturers and exvort trade
of Germany. Numorods imooriant gIass, por-
ecalain and machine factories i Silesia and
Baxony have bacn obligned to shut down for
want of fuel ; there aron dozen eleetric lighting
and power plants in this conntry which hava
Jeas than a fortnight’s coal provision on hand

“In Bussia the rapid developmentof rallways
and certhin  manufactures during the past
thres yeara has completely cutrun the Himited
domestic conl suppy and the Rassinn Governs
ment has sought to vase e prossurs by Bis-

ending for an indetinite period the import

uty of $2.80 per ton )

“The principal wholasale agency liere for
Bilasian soft coal 18 now selling itsscanty stock
at 85 per ton, delivered at Boriin, and thers i
a genoral punfe among coal dealers, who are
unabie to provide coal for their customers at
ADY price and can 4et B0 BNCOUTAZINE Prospect
of obtalning thelr naxt season ssupply. Offers
are made of $4.04 to §4 2% for hituminouslump
coal in lots of 10,000 1o 20000 tons, free on
board at Hambrre, )

“Notwithstanding coal at the pit’s mouath In
Wost Vieginia has sold during the past yeur at
B0 cants per ton, the Unided States, which
leads the world in this product and wined last
year 218,335,000 tona of coul, wxported only
a bagatelle of HO0L1088 tons, of which $0541 .
781 tons wera merely carvie L over the front ey
fnto British North America, and th e+ rest wont
pearly nll to Mexico amwd the West Indies,
conntries which lie at our very doors

The New FEngland Statist, considering the
outlook, after making the preliminary
vation that the mines of this country nre capn-
bleof prolucing double the quantity of eoal
that the markets avallable in the country de-
mand, savs ‘

“Muny yvears ago the expariment was tried of
exporting anthracite ooal The peop'e of
Eogland  espocially neithar hat nor woulbd
they be persuaded to provide themselvas with
the necessary apphinnees of stoves, grates, \
for burning anthracite coal, and the expoeri-
ment ultimately had to e abun doned

“With <oft or bituminous con! the procesd-
fngs have bheen somowhat difterent.  Nover-
theless, the export business in this coal in the
United Statos hns never vet reached anvthing
like a well dotlnad nud progressive reature of
the foreign commeten of the countey.  Indead,
foragreat part of the thme o the immedinte
past, the impotts of conl into this country hava
b"@ll vastly superior in volume to the expor's
therefrom, the Pacitle consts especially having
long depended for their supplivs npon the
roducts of the Fnglish mines, bronght thither
n English bottons
however, some vary hinportant sales of g
amount with shivments alrcady made or to he
made in the near fature to toreign ports’

There have becn shipments to Franco fo

ohder -

railrond purposes, to taiy for industeial

evrns and to Cane Coalony for the uses of the
British  navy, besidos other shipments to
various ports  Thy Coal Trade Jowrnal fn its

current issuo siys

“Inatead of supplying only Ameriean con-
aumers the L ntted States will, i the fotare,
supply a larks part of the conl requirsments of
other parts of the world.  As it has politien
becoma a power of world-wide influence, «o in
the coul trade its product= will e carriel to
the opposite hemisphers, where Ameariean con!
has heretofors been a rarity, s well as sapply.

fng Europe nnd South Americn, whera it has in |

the past been Know
interests of thoss countrios ud 1
may further be consudersd that if all the world
burned coal in the sume proportion per camta
a8 is done in the nited Stutes, the annnal
tonnagn of the globe woull need he five times
the present anount

"l‘n\'ing in mind the geeat futnre demand {or
eoal, and the inevitanle curtallmant of the pro-
duetion from the Hmited coal beds of Farope
ft becomes upparent to the eqreful observer
that the United Stires st oo ealled upoa to
supply from ita uniimited conl areas tha fuel
to supbly the nutions of the varth - Furope has
not been negligent in developing its conl re.

ly Dy the st mnritee

sources; but its Tulure to meet ourrent de.
mands shows that the forelen ontput i< ap-
p ooaching the maximuin It iy well be

doubted 1f the Limited coal aress of Europe
will parmit of a much greater amount than the
prosent tonnage holng m novd vach year at a
cost that will meat conretitiog

O twelve forvign conntries prodn
only Great Britain nnd
than encugh for the home demnands, Speaking
of Jast yeur 8 husiness, tha paper says 'Allvw
countries show an actual loss in the amount of
British coal recoived, showing that whiie groat
offorta warn made to turn ont cosl, the British
producer could not get enough to supply the
demand from all possible  eustomers,
notable featurs of the statisties s that they
show no eoal shipped to Poerto Rico, Santiago

r Clenfuegos in the Wear Indies, or to Manila,

hilipp nﬂﬁ
ments had been jarge
explains the circumstunce and {5 one of the
benofite of sxpansion winch may have been
overlnoked

The pap r obsarves cditorially, speaking of
the foreign Jdemand for Amoeriean coal: “"With
acontinuance of the domatd vessels will aeek
eargo on this aide of the water and wa shall

cing roal,
Franee prodace more

thus be enabled to send asupply atroad at a !

no higher than
eonl here chean, and tha
ffant the dear con! there and
y direct intersst which the
peopla of the tedl Statea muey have
matter is the nleost cortainty that (v will soon
gosult in inc,vase | prices hora’
And agnin AL Lhe countries
Eﬂ‘m to ba in nee | of vxtra quantitieaof fuel,
’

st delivered that will be
ritish enal; the

freight high, wil

low freight } vi

“nder the stimnant this extraorlinary
emand the proastion wi'l no doubt Le In.
' e the oppartunity

groascd. and there «h
‘R herods the

wmeaatandy grow h jnoote binayr
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anything pro fues | oheond AL LS R L S LU sunply o
he London siatse, andor date of Fab 2 ”"f\\V"‘"‘“:’ S bring aoretuen that pays all
said: “Amoerican o 1 milvat ar oo thi | nf'l)»‘.\.y-hll .|:',,(,“mfnn“ to produce, and will
way toall the prine salingr stations. of the: | Lokt a ‘;.” o (vl'r.'f"'”“”l' of profit as wall
Atlantie, bt 1< notn ¢ Into 1} v heart of | I'ho "‘."k 4 ]"I r "'l'l.Vrm to be pald when
Europa. Hundeeds of paamds 0! tous hove | the Whis "‘ e Ryl h o B L for sale, and
been shippe L or o eharter for dolivery in | h'ln“"f?”‘(:‘ \ihoac20 Littopain bonglare hot
the Mediterranean, ondoven, ot (s said, direct subject 10 ta R ~
fnta the northern rorts of Franos and Gores | . T
many. It is only the hnatations of tonnage | Fell Two Feet and Broke His Neck,

hat are rastricting the 1w in the meantime

ut the supp!y of tonnuges will soon respond to

the demand. At the precent moment, wWe arg
informed that gooa bupkering coal can ba
ohtalned at from Ru. ta s, per ton at American

ts, AN
33{.?934 at from 10s, to 118, f.0.b.

Ihere have hoen recently, |

wlands, although, previously, ship- |
The change of control |

n the |

! Lurnpa |

that the best shivping coal can he
No coal 18

amtnnblo now in Great Britain at any such

gures,

“The cheapest coal just now Is Beoteh, an,

Beotch steam (which fs not sultable for al

markets) poats 15s.8d. f.0. b, while Northum-
rian steam costs ) Na, 3d. to 108, and best Car-

b
AT 258, or 238, The curious fact ‘n that the
Lest American coal (sald to be equalin quality
to Welah) enn now be delivered at the chief
Mediterranean ports at from Ua, to Ha, per ton
less than coal from onr principal and most
favorably situated coul port, Cardiff, Needless
to =ay that such n mnrgin {8 enormous in an

rticle on which profits are more often counted

y peuce, or even halfpence, per toa than by
shilllngs "

“At the same time the demand for Welsh,
English and Scoteh coal has not abated, for
there s, beyond question, un actual dearth of
fual In Franee, Germany, Austria and Huassla,
and nlso to someextent in nc'llvum.

“Thes presaire contiuuss both for export and
for the supply of onr Navy, of the vesgels taken
up by the Government in connection with the
war, and of onr merchant service. Welsh eoal
i» undoubtedly too high, and will have to come
down be ore the conpetition of Northumbrian
Neateh and American coal.  Aw a general
counterschuck to further advances we have
the Amervicun supply, which month by mouth
muy L expectel to g0 on  [ncreasing,
Ad we are among thoss who belfeve that
Ameriean coul has ‘come to atay,' "

The Berwind-Whte Coal Mining Company,
which handies the Pennsylvania Railrond out-
fut of bituminous eoal, hus yust organized the
nternational Conl Comrpany, to take charge ot
tha foreign business, which all indications
vrotnise (8 to be of such large development,
'l‘hu (al Tyade Journal advoeates the Aatabe
lishment of a line of coal carriers similar to
the oil tanks of the Standard Ofl Company and
figures that such carriers with 7,000 tons ca-
acity and 10-knot apeed could transport coal
o Liverpool in fifteen days at a coat of $1 u
ton, ns aknainet present rates of $2, 84 and $4.
Charles King Lord, President of the Cousoli-
dated Conl Comupany of Baltimore, one of the
largest interests in the bituminous market, in
arecent interview on the demund for coal sald
that the prosperous condition of the soft coal
trade was due to three causes,

"The first of these," he <aid, “'ls that every
factory in New England is ablnze, Again, we
have davelopad a toreign market  Finally, H]lﬂ

ost remarknhle of all, the Unitad States War
Bv-pmtmrn' is the largest purchaser of soft
conl in the word, .

“The foreizn trade is due to European balief
fu the maxim, 'In time of peace prepara for
war,' The lurerst orders are (rom forelgn
wovernments, and have followad the policy of
eatab ish.ng cliains ot coaling stations, partio-
wary 1n coloninl possessions.  England_made
the move and all Earope has followed.  France
14, perhinps, the largest buver of coal among
them, buraltare in the market, even England,
which s o lio@ need at present for all of the
home produe: in the maintenancs of the trans-

E“m‘ that are leaving continuously for
Routh Africa. Her produet and that of
her Routh American  colonics  and  of
Australin have beon  virtually withdrawn

from the open marke'. One resalt §s that we
Are now entesint w tivut «pposit on the Pa.
efffe Coas’ mrkel wie o wie Wer  ut oue time
compelled tr e apets car iculrly with Ause.
teatianeconl, Woeare canding ne ninual poe
cesston ot <hips aronnd Caps Horn, loa ‘e
with our conl, uud canvo® 1o w» to supply the
demand

Ustear @ st o all, however, i« the sprotac's
of the « n'ted 8ates Army sanding at tha
head of the 140 ke n cong ver of bunker eon,
seventv-yveransports owoelandoperated by
tha Armv are o the sea, irinsport'ng and re-
trat 8oor | troops, wid @ ntinually oo the
go b thip the Arlantieand che Pactfie.  Hun-
Jredsof tho 8 uds ot tons of bunker coal are
N OSSRTY provide motive power for this
vist float, and nenes the tnird of the reasons
tor the soft coal demand.'

COUNTRY
The Line of Cleavage in This State Con-
stantly Growing More Marked,

The fourth section of tha third article of the
prosent State Constitution of New York pro-
vildes that no eounty shall have four or more
Sonators unless it has a full ratio of (nhabi-
tants for each, and that no county shall have
more than onesthird of all the Senators and “no
two countins ayoining, or which are separated
only by puntle waters, shall have more than
one-half of all the Senaters.” The purpose of
this prov sion, which can only be alterad by a
formal amendment of the Conpstitution ape
proved by two suceessive Legislatures and
ratifled by the  voters, was, and fs, to
preclude  tha eity of New York, made
up chiefly of the countles of New York and
Kings, from ever gaining political control in
the State. for although through growth of
population & majority of the members of the
Assembly may be elected from these two
connties (which now have a representation of
only S out of atotal of 150), and although on
apopular vote in New York a Brooklyn man
mny be chosen Governor, the Renate [ato re-
main un obstacle against the adoption of any
legis.ation which the country counties of New
York, acting colleetively, dn  not approve,
Whatever may have been the inteutlon of the
Corstitutionnl Convention which submitted
this provision to the votera of New York for
thair acceptance or rejection six years ago, it
iw a fact, which is undemiable, that its adop-
tion has avded in bringing about to a @reater
extent than perhaps iright otherwise have baen
the wse, the political segregation of the metro-
| politan from the rural counties of the Rtate, a
I condition of cleavage, In political mntters, fur-
I thar added to by the -.cu_mr up of the ﬂ&%ur
New York as a distinet civil diviston tn 1 \

I'hiere are to behelid two State conventions for
the cholee of de'egates to the National Conven-
tions of the Republiean Party tn June in Phila-
| delpnta and of the Damocratie Party in July in
KRansns City  The Republican State Convention
will be hald on April 17 at the Grand Central
Paace, Lexingion avenue _and Forty-fourth
wrreet, und will comprise #71 delegates. The
Demoeratic Convention, the date for which
has not vet been Aixed, but which witl I'r‘)hﬂbl'
he biwld f May, will comprise three delegates
foreach Asserably district in the State.or450(n
all. In the Repuablican Convention New York
ety woll have 34% dalegates, while the country
[ distriets will have 623 In the Democratie
Convention this city will have 180 delegates
Uit the countey Assembly districts 270, the
| Domoeratie Party adhering to the Assembly

distriot divisions us the basis o! represanta-
I tion, whereas the Bepublicans atont as their
[ «randard the number of votes cust at tha last
{ preceding general alection  for  Repub'ican
! hovninees . =
I Farmeriy the polities of many New York

counties, especially those along the Hudson

Liver, wore generally influenced by New York
{eity. Nowadnys these counties, und most
| notably West Jiester, Dutehess, Columbia and

| 1star, moke common politieal cause with tho
| other ip-State and interior counties, Albany
| has n Hepublican Mayor, and such counties as
Chemung, Seneea, Lewls, Clinton, Schenectady
n vi, which woera tormerly doubtful or
gecnuraly  Nepubiiean

CITY AND POITITICS,

WIAVvHring, Are nHow

whereas Queens and Hichnond, within the
Fmetropolitar  district,  are more  strongly
I reerny e than before, and Baffolk, out.
airl the  metropolitan, boundary line,
f«  morn  strongly Repuh!ican hough

thi Lisipess rolgtions of up-State to New York
distriets are s int mats as aver bafore, thara
hi= beenavery marked tendeney in recent
vour= for tha Stata voters to separate on famil-
fur geographical lines, the Republiean pro-
pondera ce inthe up-8tata eoanties inereasing
to the <ame extent, and fn about the same
ratin, as the homoeratie proponderance in the
mettorolitun counties. ‘I'ha provision of the
Stote Constitut on Hmiting the power of New
York and Kings over legislation mav, theres
fore. have a pustiffcation in utility which was
ot diseerned by its projeetors when adopted,

OCEAN VOYAIGES FOR WHISKEY.

six Thousnnd BarrelsSoonto be Sent Abroad
to Be Returned Later to America.
From the Lowsvrlle Courier-Tournal
Barrryonrg, March 8- Within tha next few
woeeks thears will be severa! largo shipmants
from the bonded warshouses of this eity of
whiskey which has been in bond within a few
months of aight vears, for which time, by pro-
vision of law, this commodity may be stored
without baing subject to the internal revenue
| tax of $1.10. ALout 5,000 barrals aro sald to
have nearly reached the limit of frae storage
without duty, aud of thesa 1,500 barrels are al-
rety prepared for export, and more than
4,000 will soon be so
veritulle oeoan of liquid refreahment
| {= only in pirt the property of Baltimore sod
Marylana distiliers, since owupers in rospy
we-tern eities, particularly Cinoinnatl, have for
venrs made this their bunding headquarters
| nod the port of departurs for thair exportad
waures, The whiskoy will ernss the ocean and
ba storad in wiarehouses in English and Ger-
| man eities, and will ba reshipped aoross the
veenn A8 demand arisas; virtually all of the
| thousandsof turea's which make this pllgrim-
| age being eventunlly designed for the Ameri-
| ean market
I'he whiskey now belng propared for export
i of IN01 and 1852 Aisriflation, and sinee that
timae hasouly répresinced outiay to the owners.

: From ths Cincinnats Commere:al-Tribune,
Hustisorox, W, Va, March 12 -Freomont
Wooster, A0 aged cftizen who has heen In
fevble health for some time, fell from his cot
this morning. a distance of two feet, and his

THE SUN, SUNLAY, MARUA 15, 1900.

CITY'S SCHOOLS ALL RIGHT.

RECENT PESSIMISTICVIEWS OF THEM
CHEERILY PUT ASIDE,

A Veteran Teacher Points Out Long Steps
That Have Reen Taken in Advanciug the
Physical and Mental Welfare of Both
the Mtudent's and the Teaching Staff.

There is rejoicing in pedagogical camps, over
the passing at Albany of the bill, fixing the teach-
ers’ salary schedule, and providing for the payment
of those salaries, through a four-mill tax approp-

| riaton.

“It will be a comfort to us, and will relieve
the nervous strain of a multitude of landladies’
sald a jovial Queens borough teacher, to a SUN
reporter who asked her about the effect of the
bill. The story of the teacher's salary confliet
i like the tale of the wonderful mouse, “a long
ons and a sad one.” It presumably began with
the creation and survived the deluge; and by the
time the Holt achedule went into effect, in Man
hattan and The Bronx, the trouble had waxed
mighty. Salaries were small, and promotion
painfully slow. It was possible to give twenty
years' meritorious service, without receiving even:
the smallest raise in salary; and, when promotion
did come, the atwndant increase in salary was:
80 small that optical nerves were strained 1o see}
it. The reform board abolished the old gradings
and promotion system, and figured out a schedule
that brought tears of joy to the demaralized eyes;
but the schedule was subject to financial atdlity,
and there wasn't any financial abllity. The Board
of Estimate cut down appropriations, so that
the schedula was valuable only as a testimonial
to the moral character and good intentions of the
Board of Education; and, once more, the teachers
saw their hopes go a glimmering. Then came
the Ahearn bill which rescued some of the peda-
gogues and set their feet upon the dry land, but
left others adrift. It established & minimum
salary, fairly liberal, and also provided & minimum
salary for teachers having served meritoriously
for ten years, and another for fifteen years' ser-
vice. The teachers in between the first year
and tenth year provisions, and between the tenth
and fifteenth years, were left to the mercy of the
board making the complets salary scheduls
That board also dreamed dreams and saw visions
of podagogical peace and plenty; but the ruthless
Hoard of Estimate once more showed an econom
feal dispositon, and, In an attempt to adjust the
appropriation to the Ahearn bill, the intermediary
teachers were tecessarily left to fare rather badly

In the meantime, salaries were held up while
teachers' records were investigated, and the boards
of certain boroughs having failed in the effort
to make twu plus two equal six, the salaries
in those buroughs fallad altogether to materialize.
Conditlons seemed to demand further legislation
and the present bill wdms to meet the waohers’
needs It provides fur a general increase in sal-
aries, beginning with a $600 minimum for the
women and an increase of 840 each year up w0 the
sixteenth year For the men, there is a schedule
beginning with 8900 and increasing at the raw
of 8105 a vear up to 82,160 The salaries for
principals and lieads of deparimenws are fixed,
the teachiers in boys' schools are o receive $80a
year more than the corresponding teachers in
girls’ schools. The salaries are (o be met by the
four mill tax for educational apurposes, and the
Board of Estimate appears 1o have been side-
tracked in the maltter

Presumably, the teachers are happy, but still
the problema of the relative powersofthe Borough
boards and the Boarth of Fducation, the friction
between lucal sud central authorities, age un-
solvad.  As things stand, tie members of the
Board of Education hold office for one year, at
the will of the Borough or lucal school boards,
and have no voice, in the appointment of the
supervising and teaching statl, nor any centgol
over I\e members, after they are appointed. One
aide of the fighting contingent. in the educations'
problem, claims that ceutralization of respon
aibility and power are the crying needs of the
school system, that divided authority 1s enabling
subordinates to escape accountability, and thereby
impairing the discipline of the stafl, and that
the present local system of school administration
is municipal extravagance, since, under i1t, there
s one mthl{ paid supervising official to every
thirteen teachers. The opponenls contend that
the bast interests of the boroughs demand local
boards and that only through such A system
can local interests be proteciad and advanced.
What the eud will be, no man knows

A SUN reporter. having in the course of numer-
ous interviews with teachers and officials, ganed
an {mpression that New Yourk schools were in »
perilous state, at last encountred a pedagogical
rara avis  She didn't look like anything so for-
midable, but the fact remains that, although
a school principal. noted for her brains and ability
and a promivent factor iu the general war over
school conditivns, she is sull an optimisy, and
has preserved a keen and strong sense of humor

({{ course wa'va gone through excating times,”
she said joyously, “but we aren't in such a bad
way, you know. The history of the New York
senool system s one of deliberate and unfailing

rogress.  ‘The teachers and schiools have never
ost a forward step once gained, and all the diffi-
culties we bewail now wil! straighten themeselves
out by gradual svolution. Bome things ought
to be done W uuprove t{:e disaphue throughout
the schoul system, but [ wish you would tell the
public to cheer up. The schools are in m
fHourishiug condition, in spite of the waila of the
various school factors. Now jugt look at the

sition of the teachers. A mentorious teacher
m»nlly has life tenure She gets from 8600
10 %2600 for working 200 days out of the year
Under the new hill, she will have a constant in-
crease In salary, reward for long service, and,
after thirty years' service a pansion amounting
to hall pay. Abhsence on account of sickness
w excused  Positions may be held through
substitutes, and the hours have been shortensd
80 that school 18 now dismissed at 3 o'clock in-
stead of 4. Why, if we'd just sit down aud think
about it, we'd get fat over contemplavion of the
fuvurs we receive

“The chiel trouble with teachers is their lack
of enthiugiasm and love of the work for the work's
sake, and their tendency to gloom.  Thelr spon-
gors 1n baptism ought o have named all of them
Martha, for they are troubled about many thiugs
They borrow trouble and cross bridges before
they come to thew. I they would only cheer
up and pass the good cheer on w their pupils,
they could revolutionize the work lu a school
I've coma 1o the conclusion that the most valuable

ss@ssion for a teacher s & keen sense of humor
ﬂ"h as rare as it is valuable. That's why it
s 80 hard W get good teachers for boys' schools,
and why an extra 860 a year bait has to be of
ferad  There's no use in trying W monage boys,
unless you have a sense of humor  With girls,
one can get along fairly well without it The
average boy has a keen sense of humor o which
he must give vent, at the expenso of the teacher,
and the only way for a teacher 1o cope with him,

15 by exercisiug a keen sense of humor at the
expense of the boy Mind you, [ don't mean
angry sarcasm or bitter rewribution. but 1've
taught until I've nearly reached the pension age,
and 1 ve found very few boys who conldn’t appre-
ciate a joke even when it was at their own ex pensa,
That's whers they differ from girls.  They need
to be punished often, but punishad with imper-
turbable cheerfulness

“Don’t think | aw complaining of teachers.

If any one inour schools needs criticism, we prin-
cipals are the ones.  As is the prindpal, so is the
school; and there are few ideal principals. We
lack tact in dealing with pupils and parents,
we show too little consideration for our assistant
wachers, and the principals have, as a class,
been opposed to the ralsing of pedagogical stand-
ards  The teachers haven't done much wailing
about the higher professional standards, but
the principals have lamented loudly.  You can't
really blame them, though [Md you ever see
one of the present day examinations for princi-
pals”  Well, it is a ghastly sort of ordeal; but the
requirements aren't an{ tow high, and we ought
to 1 rounded up and wld to take the examination
orresign. Teachers must keep up with the march
of progress, and sentiment musn't be allowed
to stand in the way.  You don’t find any fiftesn
yearold girls teaching in New York schools
now. A teacher must be at least 15, and must
have had high school education and normal train
ing A guod deal of the [Iﬂi:fugl-'.’d. &c, that
she studles mns not be pracucally applied in her
work, but it is fine mental training, and broadens
her ideas and theories.  When axperience comes
it 18 more profitable because there is a theoretical
application of 1t processes and results  ‘The
increase in the level of intelhgence and general
culture among wachers, within my memory,
uulmrl,\‘ phenomenal, and there has been a won
derful improvement, 100, in AN UNCONSCIOUS stand
ard of dress and manners

“All that necessarily Hnds reflaction in the work
jand tells upon the puplls  Then look at the other

improvements  We have the best school bulld
ings io the world, and #ven the old ones are being
made remarkably good  These buildings have
been opened in the evenings for lectures and clubs
Suramer achools are beld in them Playgrounds
have been established in their yards and on the
roofs of many of them.  Some of the schools have
recontly fitted up baths, and, if the experiment
auceseds, other schools will adopt the scheme
Manual training has been introduced, cooking
and sewing classes for flrh shop work for boys,
not as training for trades. but merely o teach
the intelligent use of the hands.  Kindergartens
and high school= have increased and multiplied,
in apite of seTious opposition. A new course of
study which broadens the work in literature and
history, makes Instruction in mathematics more
logieal and practieal. and revolutionizes the
methods in drawing. has been adopted, and is
beginuing to run Smoothly.  The classes are
all smaller, and, consequently, the teachers can get
at the individuality of the pupils mors 'h""’“fh ¥.
A more thorough understanding of the children
increases the efficiency of the teachers’ work and
lessens the chance of harshness or prejudice

ueck was brokeu, -

The work is betier all along the line, Every year

zﬂnn improvement and no backsliding. Now
that isn't food for optimism, what do optimists
feed upon® )
“The difficulties of administraton will gradu-
all{; stralghten out  In the meantime, the general
ublic doesn’'t care tuppence about hoards and
roughs, but each mother is exceediogly inter
ested in Willy and Susie, and Willy's and Susle’s
special teachers. Willy and Susie are doing bet
ter work and under better conditions than ever
before, and their teacher is a very superior article
That is surely satisfactory. 1only wish the parents
would come to the schools more, and get a better
understanding of just what is being done for that
same Willy and Svaie. Home co-operation and
a personal knowledge of teachers and confidence
in them are excesdingly good things. Children
would take more interest in their work if the home
circle werea more enthusiastically interested in
the details and progress of that work. HBut, 1o
g" back to first principles, things aren’t in a very
ad way, in spite of administrative friction, and,
now that teachers™ave their minds at rest on the
salary question, they had bester devote their un
divided atwntion to individual enthusiastic work
JAn class than w legislative aghnm. and leave
the administration to work out its own salvation ™

DEEP BOKE HOLEY AND SHAFTS,

The Deepest Ponetrations Into the Earth
in Furope and America,

The deepest oil well that has yet been sunk
in this country-is in the valley of the Monongahela
River about twenty fiva miles from Pitwburg
and is not yet.completed unless work has been
resumed quite recently. A few months ago
the hole had been drilled to a depth of 5,632 feet,
or & little more than a mile, and then work was
.suspended on account of an accident  Thers
ywas & break in\a rope that had been lowered into
‘tbe hole, and, as a result, 1,000 feet of the rope
and a string of ymetal attached to it dropped to
the bottom and, at last accounts, men were at
work fishing forsthe lost supplies. lLawe last
year it was hoped'.to be able to resume drilling
before & great while, and it was intended to sink
1the well to a depth of 6,000 Teet

Thiswoccurrencaillustrates one of the difficulties
of deep'boring.  Other works have been delayed
for many months by somewhat similar accidents.
It often requires great patience and skill to remedy
‘the trouble thus casually introduced into the
work. When the.artesian well was dug at GGren-
ella, near Paris,. a length of 270 feet of the boring
rods suddenly broke off and fell to the bottom
of the hole after a depth of 1,254 feet had been
reachad. It mquired nearly fifteen months of con-
stant labor to pick up the broken parts and not
hefore they wers removed could the drilling be
resumed

Wo surpass alfEuropean countries in the deptha
to which a very\ew of our mining shafts have
been sunk, but there are two borings in Europe
that surpass ourkdeppest completed work with
the drill which isvat Wheeling, W Va., where
the work was drivensto a depth of 4,920 feet.  The
bore hols on theiMonongahela, above reforred to,
Liaa already beentdriven to & greater depth than
any other in this.country, but if it 18 sunk to the
proposad depth of 6,000 feet it will still be surpassad
by the two greatest European borings.

The two deepest bore holes in the world were
both sunk in Germany, at Government expense,
1o ascertain thesthickness of the coal measures
and also whethertother beda underlay those that
were known Tl deeper of the two and the
greatest depth yet\attained is in the coal flelds
of Upper Silesia atdthe little mming town of
Paruschowitz wheretthe diamond drill has pen.
etrated to the enormous depth of 8,670 feet, ‘The
second greatest depth Is that at Schladebach,
near leipsic, whers the drill was sent down to
6.265 feet With the exception of the borings

on the Mopongahela, and Wheeling and the
deeper of the two-wells sunk at St. Iouls, all the
drflled holes that have reached an exceptionally
Here i8 a list of

great depth are'in Germany.
the deepest bore holes:

roschowitz, UpperSilesia....ccov ...

hlaaebach, near Lelprig .. ...
Monougahels thus far sunk)
Wheeling, W. Va ... N e
Bperenbery (gy pauni eds near Berlin). .. . .
Lieth, near Altons ; . Rt |

En, near Stassfurt 4.241
Luhtheen, in Mackienbueg 3,040
‘ht. Louis, Mo. . .. e 0,848
Semnewits, uear Halie . 3644

Fridrichestis. near Aschersioben ...l .n4d

Many thousands of wells have been sunk in
thia country chiefly/in she search for petroleum
or natural gas, but most of them are not over
1,000 to 2,000 fest decp. The greater part of the
arteasian wells in the country vary from 200 te
1,000 feat. The average depth of the many
thonsanda of artesian wells, sunk for irngation
in the western hall of the country, is 210 feet,

It is in our copper-mining shafts on Lake Su-
perior that we beat theaworld In this form of ex-
cavation. Work on the No 5 Tamarack shafs
on Houghton Peuinsula began in 1806 and it
will not be completed till next year when, it is
expected, it will be the deepast shaft in the world,
a distinction now held by the Red Jacket vertical
shaft of the Calumet and Hecla, less than a mila
away, which is down exactly 4,000 feet. It will
not be sunk to a greater depth for from this level
the company can obtain all the ore at that end
of its property.

TO REGISTER FEATS OF STRENGTH.

Dr. Anderson’s Ergograph Has Worked

Saccessfully at Yale.

New Haves, March 13.-How a man who
directs the phyaical exercime of the 2,700 stu-
dents ol one of the largest American univer-
sities, besides haviog In his charge the gym-
nasium in which thia great pumber of men are
practising constantly, can fnd time to turn his
attentlon, or & part of it, to inventions is a
puzzle to most of the peopla here: but Dr. Will«
fam Q. Anderson, associate director of the
Yale gymnasium, has just completed a machine
which he calls the ergograph which promisea
to revolutionize the methods of obtaining the
results derived from the indulgence in gym-
nastic work. The ergograph, which is another
word for work-writer whioh the Yale physical
director originated, has been set up inthe
gymmnasium, where it received a thorough test
the past weak. The misaion of the machins ia
to regiator in foot pounds the exact affort made
in the performance of any feat of strength which
can be accomplished in a gymnoasium. It |s
used to ascertain the relative and comparative
strength of ind!vidual groups of musocles. The
machine determines exactly, and as slow or

rapd iwr!nrm ance of the person whose efforts
are being registered cannot affact it, the ergo-
arnﬁh cannot be cheated,

The appllance itself is 4« moat curious Inoklnf
plece ot mechanism. On an fron upright with
@ heavy base |s what appears to be an oblong-
shaped r|m-n of boara with paper pasted upon
it. Behind the board are small springs and cog
wheela llke the works of a clock. Extendin
from the machine, for some length, is a pole, at
the end of which is fastened a rope with a
leather strap or balt attached. That iathe ap-
pearance it presents to the average apectator,
and is probably us Ruzzllnz asa (Chinese newa-
paper. In reality, howaver, when it wnl‘kln1n
are watched and explained by ita {nventor It |«
roally one of the most simple of modern sefen.
tifle npvaratus,

h1 amount of work a man does with his
muscles 18 recorded on & moving surface by
means of a stylua attached to the short end of
a ten-foot |laver, the other end of which is
attached. by means of the leather atrape, toa
wan’s body, and the ends are so calibrated that
itin the pcrformance of a test of muscle tha
rnﬂ of tha body to which the strap was at-
aohed moved two and one-half feat through
the air, the atylus recordaaline of one inch at
the recording surface. The machinery which
moves the recording appara®us I8 clockwork,
and is to be controlled in such an easy manner
that a emall bov could operate the machine

Previous to the completion of the ergogranh
the methods by which the reaults of athletie
work aa regards benafits to the body were only
attained by A process of the most complicated
sort and unintelligihle to the ordinary gym-
nast, but now in the short space of an hour the
complete measuromants of an athlets, which
show comparisons with the same muscles on
the other side of the hody, cun be had. The
ergograph Is an instrument which will atand
usage of all sorta, The measurements, which
aro always in vlain alght, are racorded on card-
board with a pencil and ean easily be computed
to as minute a dotail as one fiftiath of an inch,
One prime reason that led to the inventjon of
the machine was that Dr. Anderson wished to
have an ipstrument which would deter.
mine exactly the power used by athletes in
what Is called the “puah-up” and the “pull-up,”
the cxerclses upon which the intercollegliara
individual strength chamionship is determined
The doetor is at present confining his physical
researches with the machine to ascertaln the
strength to the biceps museles, tha froat up-
per arm and forearm and the “lattissimus
dorsi” orsi'es ol the trunks., The amount of
work done by each man is computed in pounds,
and {t ean be aden by this that the man who
avernges the highest has the best and strong-
est physical devalopment,

It is not known whether Dr. Anderson will
bave his ergograph patented or not, but itis
pretty certain that ha will not enter Into the
manufacture of the machines, as he invented
the apylianea simply to revolutionize the
methods by which strength tests and records
were attalned and to help him In his work.

SOLAR ECLIPSE ON MAY 25,

IT WILL BE VISIBLE OVER A LARGE
PARI 0y 1HIS COUNTRY,

The Eclipse Will Be Total and Conditions
Will Be Peculiarly Favorable for Ob-
serving It Preparations of Astronomers
~A Chance for Amateurs With Cameras.

WastiNGTON, March 17 - In one respect the
sun’s total eclipse of Mav 2¢ next will be without
precedent  1ts path, instead of extending over
the snnrsely settled regrlons that intervens hotween

Iowa and the western coast as in 1878, or streteh-

ing over the watery expanses of the Pacific, as in

18853, when the United States had o send an ex

pedition o the Carcline Islands, 1.000 miles west

of South America, or let the eclipse go unoh
served, will cross the Staes of Louisiana, Mis
sissippi, Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina and

North Carclina, touch Vieginia and traverse a

very fairly settled pari of the Republic which is

covered with a network of rail.  The track of
totality begins on the Pacific Ocean just west of

Mexico at sunrise, trends due eastward over Mex-

fco, enters the United States very near New Or-

leans, and extends northeastward over Mobile
and Mon'gomery, Ala, passes close 1o Atlanta

Ga, and Columbla, S ¢, over Ralelgh, N. *,

and leaves this country tn the reglon of Norfolk,

Va. and Cape Henry.  Besiles the clties nawed,

itincliudes thirty other ®wus that are large enough

to find place on the smaller maps.  After leaving
the Unied States the path of the eclipse crosses
the Atlantic Ocean and touehes Furope at Colmbra,

Portugal, takes in Algiers and northern Africa,

and terminates near the northern end of the Red

Sea at sunset.  ‘I'he eclipse will 1ast about one

minute and twelve seconds near New Orleans and

one minute and forty seconds near Norfolk,

Hitherto only the favored few who conld afford
to spend days, and perhaps weeks, in travel have

been able to view the great spectacle; this ime a

million of people at least can wiiness the phe

nomenon from their own doorsteps.  Other miil-

fons dwell within an easy day's journey of the

path of towality, and far more thau half the entire
population of the country will be able to witness

a portion of the show at home, for a partial eclipse

will be visible in every State east of the Mississippi.

Nature has arranged no similar display with surh

consideration for the masses within a generation

Total eclipses were visible in the United States in

1847, 187S and 1859, but their paths did not traverse

closely settled regions
The accessibility of the path of the eclipse will

render the coming event of fnealculable value 9

sclence  Preparations are being made by nearly

every scientfic institution in the country to place
fts best instruments and most skilled observers
in the field The United States Government
will spend thousands of dollars establishing ob-
servation stations alung the path of the eclipse

Uncle Sam's chief siar fgazer, Prof. Brown

of the Naval Observatory, will have charge of the

Government's principal observations

“(sreater wesults ure probable from the observa-

tions this year,” says Prof Brown, “than from
any taken heretofurs,  During the half decade
since the last total cclipse there have bean great
strides 1n improvements in the apparatus em
ployed in the work. Photography has been
wonderfully developed and the improvements in
photography alone may eflect remarkable dis
covenen durlng this vear's eclipse. Moreover,
the ease with which the eclipsed region may be
visited will increase the number of scientific obsery
ers enormously The Government is already
preparing to oceupy several stations along the
path of totality. ‘The necessary apparatus is
being gathered and arranged and men specially
adapted for the work are being engaied and thelr
special parts in the observations are belng out-
linad. Congress has allowoed 85,000 to the Naval
Observatory for expenscs and 84,000 to the Smith-
sonfan  Institution. The Naval  Observatory
will sand out two expeditions.  The points from
which they will observe the eclipse have not vet
been chosan definitely, but they will probably
be locat=d about 200 miles apart, one in North Caro-
lina and the other In Georgia. A floating cloud
which might obscure the eclipse at one point may
not affact in the slightest the view from the other,
and 1t 18 to obviste the danger from clondiness
that has caused the division of furces

“In anti¢ipation of thia year's echipsa the

Weather Burean has for three years past been

collecting Jats of the weather conditions in past

Mays along the line of totality at all times of the

day.  The reanlt of this investigationthas been

1o show that there 15 less danger of cloudiness

in centrs! Georgia and eastern Alabama, nearly

due south of Atlanta, and that (herefore this is
the best reglon for locating the eclipse stations
so far as that consideration is concerned. The
sclentists of the Ohservatory, lowever, have
taken thought of other conditions also, and al
though the perlod of eclipse ls longer in the nelgh
borhood of Norfolk, have about decided to estab-
lish &tations on high ground in North Carolina
and Georgia.  The stations selectad will be oe
cupled two or three weeks before the eclipse. The
instruments will be erected and the part each man
ts to take wiil be thoroughly rehearsed.  There
will be a careful dJivision of the work durng
the eclipsa  Each man will be assigned to some
particular duty and he will bend every effort to
the gathering of all data poasible In that connec-
tion.  There will be but a minute and a half in

which to make all the observations, and it ia im

perative that the whole affair should be carefully

wystematized and thateach man should know
definitely and alsolutaly what he is todo

“No previous eclipse has had the attention

o! so many skilled obiservers as will wateh this
one.  The Smithsonian Institution will have
a corps in ihe tield under Prof. S, P. Langley,
Princeton College will have a force under Prof,
Young, the University of Pennsylvania one
under Prof Stone, and the Yerkes Observatory
will conduct an expadition with Prof. tale at
ita head.  These are only a few of the institutions
which are preparing for the ieid  In fact, pract
cally every college and scientitle institution in
the country will be represented.  Allwoid, probably
a hundred expeditons of s kind will be sent
to the path of totality well equipped for some
portion of the work

“Phe echpse will be s great attraction for ania-
teurs  persons who oWl photographic  outhts
or other scientific instruments used 1o observing
the phenomena of the solar eclipse.  Letters
have been peceived at the observatory which
warrant the prognostication that probably 1,000
of these unattached amateurs,will be somewhers
along the path of the eclipse ‘I he Government
does not discourage these amateurs, but rather
gives them every encouragement, and courts
contributions  of photographs and data from
them to add to the Gouvernment records It 18
remembered that one of the finest sets of photo-
raphs of the echipse in India 1n 1580 was taken
v an amateur with a howme wade camera, but
one having an excellent lens.  Amateurs have
been o help in the fisld 1in many instances, and
they are always ready to volunteer their services,
When Prof Cambell of the Lick Observatory
went to observe the selipse in India he took only
his wife for assistant; on the fleld he found ail
the trained volunteers necossary (o manipulate
the seven instruments he niade use of

“The expeditions to be sent out by the Naval
Observatory will not be large ones  ‘Lhey will
conwist probably of five or six observers, includ
ing photwgraphers  But these men sent will
he the best procurable 'L e Government naturally
has supanior resources to draw oo for making
observations. It has at its disposal the lenses
and spectroscopes gathersd dunng the last twenty
five years
probably larger than any of the institutions could
afford 1o devote to the purpese.  Large instru
ments are now being preparcd for use next May,
A number of special photographic instruments
ranging from a 40inch telescope down  will
he eracted on the field  Instruments will he
selected in all cases hecause of special fithess

The Naval Observatory will shortly have ready
for distnbution a hittle pamphlet comaining a
mapof the path of the welipse on a sufficient scale
to show most of the towns and cues, rallrosds
and streams and the elevation of points along
the path of totahity, together with the exact time
of the eclipse. [t will also contain suggestions
for amateurs by f llowing which they  may be
able to contribute  much that s valuable
from their observations \ftor the eclipse the
observatory will  publish a complete report of
observations, w'th reproductions of |rhn|nry”.h.
and drawings  Anvy sketcheas, photographs and
ohsercatiens of contacts in any observation of
sufficiens merntt to make them worthy of preser
vation will gladly he received by the seientists
and included in this publication

False Economy.

From the Clev:land Plain Dealey

“Went home Thursday night and found my wife
f11. Sviuptoms alarming.  Dosed her best T could

Friday morning she was no better. FPelt worried
Wite dull and stupid, No Life to her Started fo
dootor. Struek by happy thonght. Turned bae

Cure complete,

“What was 117"

“Simple as pie, Just said “Too bad you have te0e
stk on bargain day, my dear’ She bounced lr.
‘What!" she crlad. ‘how stupid of one to forget, in
five minntes she was up wnd dressed and fridog
her har'’

“Wouldn't it have heen cheaper (o have febed
the doctor 7'

By Jove, 1 guess it would )’

and i< appropnation of money s |

gy p-

CALVIN, A CHURCH GOING DOG.

And s Young Setter That Taught Himgeelf
to Suy His Prayers.

Calvin, & distinguished looking yellow dog,
was first eeen trotting down the streets of a Ten
nessee town upon a summer Sunday morning
just as the church bells were ringing  He passed
the Mathodiat and the Baptist church  without
even turning his head, halted tentatively ai the en
trance to the Eplscopal church, but went on to the
Old  School Presbyterian church, which was
square and red, and uncompromising looking.
slipped unobstrusively inside, lay down in a side
alale, dropped his nose between his paws, and paid
unwinking attention to a Blue Light sermon,
now and then softly thumping the floor with his
tail at the most bristling doctrinal points

Thus he earned his name--Calvin  The town
langhed over it, but took Calvin to ity heart.  He
was free of every house, but boarded around in a
way to suggest itinerant experience.  He would
€0 three imes a day for meals to one particular
house for perhaps a week, then quarter himself
upon some family in quite another part of town
He slept always in the market house where the
town authorities had set for him a snug kennel
He might have lived there altogether if he bad
chosen -~ the market keeper, in fact, was a little
touchy over the fact that Calvin would not eat
st home  But the dog chose his boarding house
and kept to it regularly, although sometimes
it was more than a mile from his proper abode

He never missed a sermon or prayer meeting
at his own church unless some big man of another
denomination was preaching in town  Then
Calvin waa sure to ba among the big man 8 hearers
Ounce when a Bishop came 1o preach for the Metho-
dists,some lads tried to coaxCalvin to bis own prop-
er place. He escorted them to the door of the
Prosbyterfan church, wagging his tail asthough
oconsious of a goodd deed, but the minute they
nlerp&l over the threshoig, he turned and went
full it for the Bishop s church, where he got
a place in front of the pulpit and listened decor
ouN'y for two hours

Ho weemed to know instunpctively when dis
tunguished visitors were expected No mniter
whether they came by boat or train orstage couch,
he was unfadingly on hand to greet them, and
follow them to their stopping places.  He never
missad a political speaking, though if he hed a
preference between Whig and Democratic ora
tory, he kopt it to himsell  Way was made for
him everywhere. Il the speaking or the sermon
was at night, it made no differenee. It was the
same with arnvals and dn-imnuru« Calvin
aped the pnmn? as he had welcomed the guest
@t any hour of the twenty four

How a creature so excellent, so dignified and
80 well beloved, came to have an enemy is hard
10 understand. It iy lLikely he suffered for Ins
virtues, aad was poisonal by some scampish
thief intent on market plunder  Ile was found
sutl and cold 1n his kennel one morning ‘I he
city council voted him a funeral and passed reso
lutions of regret, to be spread upon its minuies,

I'he whole town was sad, and all the children
went (v ihe funeral

Near the same town lived a man much given
to hunting. He had a fine setter puppy, the
playmate of s half-dozen small children. The
dog was wonderfully imitative, and at last caught
the trick of saying tus prayers.  He would spring
up in a chair, face about, put his fore paws upon
the back of it, drop his head upon them. and not
stir untll somebody sad “Amen”  That mude
great sport for the youngsters, but nobody
outside knew the puppy's accomplishment

Hy and by, when he had grown into a fine,
Justy, young dug, f,\'mu--- stole lnm and starisd
away with him {is master went afier them,
but was wld it was impossible that his Jog eould
be there.  He described a pure white setter. ‘I he
only dog In camp was also a seticr, but whilte
‘ticked” with orange vellow.  His eves assured
him the gypsles spoke the truth  thers was the
dog with vellow flecks all over  His eyes nlo
assurred him that the animal was his own in spite
of the changed coas  He wurned 1o the gyvpey
nearest and asked “Is yours a trick dog ™

The man shook his head, saying "fla knows
nothing but 1o run” ‘The other man whistled
slightly and said: “Say your prayers, Elmo”
At onge the dog darted to a chair beside the fire
scrambled into it, put up his paws and clrummf
his head u them At the call of “Amen.”
he sprang down and raced 1o his master, who
ok him bhome, vellow flecks to the contrary
notwithstanding

ENGLISHMEN SEE BETTER THAN WEF.

An Opticlan Bays the Strong Sanlight Here
Hurts the Eyes,

“There are more people with defective eyesight
in the cities of this couniry than you will find in
Great Britain or Ireland,” sald the naturalized
New Yorker who served in the Hritish Army when
he was a very young man and who 18 now an
optician.  “I do not judge by the number of peopls
who wear glasses here, as in American cities
glasses are worn if there is the slightest trace of
nearsightedness, while few persons wear glasses
for this cause in the old country unless they are
80 nearsighted that the wearing of glasses is a
positive pecessity.  But, taking it on the whole
there are more peuple here whose eyesight begins
to fail at a comparatively early age than in Eng
land, Irsland or Seotland, and fewer people who
have exceptionally keen eyesight,

“In the British Army you will find a dozen men
with exceptionally good eyesight for une that you
will find in the American Army, and [ know a
good many soldiers in this country. | once koew
a private of the First | eicester Hegiment who has
since been killed in the fighung uear Ladysmith
This man bad such keen sight that he could tell
the time by a church clock at a distance of several
miles, yet, strenge to relate, he could not read
very small print in a book. 1 also knew a man
in one of the Lancer patrols who had wonderful
eyesight. In the Transvaal long ago what ap
peared 1 his watchful chums one day as a mass
of veldt beather, dim and blurred in the distance,
was seen by bim as an ambuscade cunningly
concealed and briatling with Boer riflemen Fln
splendld sight on that occasion saved nim and
his comrades an unpleasant surprise

‘T have heard of American soldiers who are
sharp sighwd, but as | said before, their nutiber
is much smaller in proportion than in the British
Army. One of these Americans is a man named
Cullen, who can see objects clearly at a distance
of twelve miles  During the Spanish American
War Cullen, who is an artillery man. alded his
battery very materially in sighung the guns for
l~vqr ranges and always by his unaided vision

account for the standard of evesight
being betwer in the old eountry thau here prin
cipally becanse of the gray skios there. There

are so few sunny days in Great Britain and Ire-
land that the eyes are not subjected to the same
swrain as in this country where there is a far greater
proportion of sunny days, and the sun's rays
are more vertical than in more northerly coantries,
The glare bas undoubtedly much to do with brin
ing about the deeay of the eyesight at an .nrf\'
age  Another reason is the nervous tempera
ment of Americans  The optic nervwe I8 very
delicate and responds quickly to any strain on
the nervous system "

AN EGG DID 1IT.

Wrote Her Name on the Ktell, and the
Other End of the Story Isin Cuba.
From the St. Paul tslot.

ForT Donae, Ia, March 1€ This city has
become one of the centres of 1l egg and poultry
business for the Weat. Duing the shipping
season in the summer monhs large forces of
girls are employed handlig eggs taken from
pickling vats In the egg house, preparatory
to shipment, One of thegirls selected a large,
smooth egg. and, In & manent of day dreaming
wrote her name and addess upon it with an in-
delible peuctl It was pheed in a case with 277
athers and shipped to *ew York, where it found
fta way to the warehose of an exporter and was
one of the first shipmeits of American eggs mada
to Cuba

Weeks slipped it0 months, and the young
lady forgot her ropante dreams of summner days
and egg shells, Mt the maiden’s message was
workiug out her destiny Larly in December
she received a #tter which bore the postmark
of Guines, Cpn On the upper right hand
corner of the nvelope were the words “ofticial
busigess ' ‘Thee were carefully cancelled and
in the regultion place was a maroon colored
stamp On pening it she found the following
Ietter inclosel

INITED STATFS SIGNAL CORPS
- TeELvGaRAVH OFFICRE

Guines Cuba, Dec 14, 1489 Miss Lizzie
Gilday, "ort Dodge, [a I am sure you had
no ideainto whose hands and to what distant
lands 1» #gg upon which sou nrowe vour name
would ;0 t came with a large shipment from
the Upted States, and was purchasdd by a Cuban
merchvt here, who, being unable to read Fnglish
brouht it w me for translation would be
very glad 1o have you answer this letter, as |
am nous o know the one who adopted so novel

a 20thod of cormspondence 1 have 4 camera
arl have had a snap = taken of myself with
P egg In my hand. If you cars for one of the
setures let me hear from you  Very truly
CHARLES PErey 1 SMITH
T his lotter was promptly answersd with a
request for the piciure, which arrived (o0 due tme,

with another letter, in which Mr Smith gave
a more detailed personal aceount of himself

Newdless t0 say, this letter was answered as
the first 1 ncle Sam's excellent mail facilitios
assisted the yvoung people in overcoming the
obstacles of ume and space  Letwrs (ollowed
fast if not furlous, but the communicalions were
of such nature lh_ll the public ia not enutled 10
their contenws.  Sufficient 1o relate that the re-
sults have been SO satisfactory that a recent letter
from the (‘uban lale intimates that Mr Smith
will soon secure & leave of absence from his Gov-
omlzwnlul duties, and his vacaton will be speas
n owa

and
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BARGE OFFICE CHILDREN,

coNnr

LITTLE TRAVELLERS WHO
FROM EUROPE ALUNE

A Chap of Fifteen Months the Record
Holder ns Regards Age-Children Who
Have a Part 1u Tragedies—Plenty of
Friends to Care for Them on the Way.

In the cenire of the big examination room at
the Barge Office in a compartaent shut off by
an iron railing from the surging erowd of cons
fused and wondering immigranis  In this oasis
various oflicials have their desks and do their
work, and at one side stands a well worn bench
which, if {t could speak, could wil stories  that
would wake any well regulated mother look
tearful and hug her own babies tightly, Aftep
the arrival of any large steamship carrying steer<
age passengers, this bench is occupied by & row
of children, who watch the erowding immigrants
outside the railing with wonder and the officers
inside the railing with undisguised terror. Oes
vasionally one of the small boys or girls grine
cheerfully at the passing show or rubs grimy
knuckles into red eyes and  cries in Y
drizzling, suppressed fashion; but wenerally
the little ones stare at their surroundings with
dry, frightened eyes and do not stir or make @
sound.  They are the children who are travelling
alone, coming from FEurope to friends or relativeg
in this country, and when, in all kindness, they
are separated from the fmmigrants with whom
they have become famillar aboard the ship, and
are for safety stowed away on the hench they
give themselves up for lost and huddle togethe
in mute misery

Luckily they fall into the hands of two women,
and women have a happy faculty for understands
ing c¢hild suffering and relieving it Both of
the women examiners have friendly eyes and
kind voices, and can talk at least a few worde
of any langunage the children may have been
used to hearing in other homes; so they usually
have little difficulty in establishing diplomatie
relations with the small travellers and finding
ont all that has to be known. The older ehil-
dren, from 10 to 15 years of age, are as a rule
easily disposed of They know their stories
and their destinatlon, and are tagged with carde
giving the addresses to which they are to be fape
warded, and they are turned over to the transe
portation  agents, or are sent down to the
detention rooms to be held until word is re-
ceived from their friends.  Still aven these oldep
children often fail to have the definite addresses
of the friends to whom they are going, and arrive
here. billeted simply to New York, Chicago, San
Francisco, &c., and serensly believing that if
they can reach the city in guestion they will be
able 10 find their friends without any troubls,
Sometimes in such cases a fellow Linmigrang
from the child's native town can furnish the necs-
sary information. If not the officials institute
a search for the friends and the child Is kept in
the immigrant quarters at the sxpense of the
steamship company untll the friends are found
or the search {s abandoned. In the latter eveny
the child s sent back by the next ship, unless
some responsible person or some charitable soclety
in this country will assume the responaibllity
of his care and support

Among the older boys many runaways are
found. They have secured money for their pase
sage, In one way or another, often by looting the
family purse, and reach here without a cent and,
perhaps, without even a friend in the country,
They lia stourly, If inconsdstentdy, about the
drcumstances of their leaving home, kill off, ay
one fell awoop of {nventlve Imagination, all the
membars of their families, no that there will be
no one to whom they could go back, and, if &
stony heartad board doea decree that they whall
be sent home, disappointment, and a lively
wense of thrashing to come move them to des
perate woe. I'requently before the steamer ar
rives a cable dospatch reaches the lange Offce
authorities telling them to look out fura runaway
and send him back, so the young adventurer ia
doomed to fallure before Lin eomen down the gang
plank. On the other hand, parents are sometimes

lad 10 be mlieved of a troublesome charge, and
tis pot an unusual thing 10 ind a child whose
parents have given him money enough for his
passage, in order to get rid of him, and will noy
receive him if Le goas back to them

From 2.000 tn 3,000 children come alone to the
United States every year, and many of them are
pot more than 6 or & years ald, while children
only 1 or 2 yearsold are not unknown in the ranks,
Some time ago a lttle boy fifteen monthsold,
turned up atthe Barge OMoeInsearch of at hicaga
aunt.  He couldn't wait,  but his lungs were in

ocd working order and he gave a royal exhibls
ton of his vocal powers when he was separated
from his steerage friends, and he refused to he
comforted untl he was put with soma of his fel.
low passengers {n the detention pen. Opa of
the stewards had been rnld by the baby's frienda
at Genna to take care of the small traveller on the
boat, and to hand him over to the Barge Oftice
authorities.  The Chicago aunt was communi-
coted with, and though, not having heard of the
death of the baby's parents, she waa a trifle sur
prised, she nf’ to take the child.  In tha course
of A week a nmllf‘ of immigrants baund for ¢ 1.
cago came through the Barge OMea, and, havin
eight small children of their own, they d-«-]dvs
that one more or lass wouldn't give tham any
extra trouble.  So they ook charge «f the baby
and handed him over, safe and scund, to 1he
waiting aunt  Ile holds the record for extreme
yoruth among the children travalling alone, buy
a most adorable and friendly litde woman aged
3 came alm* not long ago bound fer ngnu
Francisco here weren't any tears about thay
baby. She was going to her grandmother, and
was leaving an aunt for whom she didn't seem
to have a very cordial regard  and the only thin
she had against the world was that bhoats mnli
trains didn’t travel fast enough  She flirted
with the aoctors and made eves at the grufl men
examiners and cood baby talk at 1he women,
and unblushingly hugged the little Italian bow
who sat rext to her on the hench; nnd all the
immigrants who had come over o the ship wers
her confidential and devoted friends  She eould
have chased grandparents around the globe
without molestation just on  account of her
dimpled and confiding babyhoad  Another wea
woman who came a few days later found the
world a harder propositton Her mother was
dead and she had left Furope with her father,
but two days out from New York the father come
mitted sulcide, leaving no Indleation of his dese
tination nd no money for the baby who was 100
young to give the officials any assfstance In tracs
ing friends or relatives. Ul poor little 1o, intres
duced so early to the tragedy of life, was treated
with the greatest kindoess by the other {mmi-
grants and was adopted here in New York
The children play an important part in many
Barge Ofice tragedies, aven when they are nog
travelling alone.  Many a mother coming with
harchildren toloinahusband frem wlhom she has
been separated {8 turned hack from heme and
happiness becanse one of her <hildren has favus
oreye dicense and eannot be admitted to this coun-
try  Unless there is  anctler of the children
who is not a minor and who can taka the sic
child back 1o Europe the mother must go, an
the father who has probably been slaving for years
in order to get enough monay together tn send
for the family sees his dreams and plans melt
into thin alr. Such situations are particularly eom-
monamong the Russian and Polish Hebrews; fop
among these pecple favus, the contagious scalp
dicense so dreaded here, is walcomed sometimes
as a blessing, because {t grants axemptiog from
military dutf' and no precautions are taken te
prevent the children from contracting it. Of coursa,
itis the duty of the steamship company o rafuse
yassage 10 any one suffering from the disease
Lm many cases come through and have to be nun"
back here
Anotherclass of drama, in which the children
have prominent parts, is plaved mare often tha
anycne outside of the Immigration Bureay woul
imagine Inthisense, too, a hushand has left his
wifein Europe ard hascome to Amarica to make
f rtune After several Years he has say
encugl money o prepare a home and send fop
bis family  He forwards the good news and the
?n‘-'ﬂ&‘! money and  when the ship arrives
e precents Limself at the Barge Offics, axcited
impatient, radiant to meet a crying, frll’hbm‘
wifs who Las heen unfaithful 1t q\lm during
tie crparation Time after time the scens bas
beenn enacted and has run the whole wretched
gamui of grief, shame ard rage  Sometimes
the husband accepts the situation, in dull sham
somstimes he s even kind to the woman an
blames himself for having left her alone. Mupg
often, he raves and swears that che may go back,
that Le will not give her a homa or sipp-rs hep,
Tlere is whera the children come upon tie stage,
I'lie mother s thefr patural guardian, and, if
slie g es hqu to. Furope, the children must re
with her This fact is sxplained to the man
who rages, argues, implores, and, {n nine cases
outof ten, @ives in to the father's love and longin
in Lis heart, and accepts the unhappy wife for the
sake of keeping his children  Theres ila Immigra-
tion Hureau's re-pansihility ends, and the cupe
tain Is rung down  How 0*.» pluy end«, the bue
rean’s records cannot show

Big Kentucky Pamilies,
From the Laxington Herald

In conversation with a gentleman fi
lagoMn a few days ago, he gUve some oxcol:d-
nNEly intereating faots ahout tha number of
Yoters of some of the families In that county
There are about nincteen hundred voters in
Magoffin county, and of thess one-se onth bee
long to three families, Thaere are ninaty-four
Howards, of whom about half are Democratg
and hall are Republicans; elghty-saven Pate
ricks, of whom seventy-saven are Republiean
ten Democrats: eighty-one Arnots,

whom
two Bev

soventy.
“mn y-nine are Democrate and
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